Hello Pre-k 114 Families!  

I just wanted to share with you some of the activities we do in the classroom to develop a strong foundation in early literacy for your children.  I realize you all have busy schedules and may not have the time to pop in and join us for a lesson, so I wanted to make sure you had a clear sense of the teaching strategies we are using to move your students forward. 
If you have any questions about these activities or others, please let me know.    

Some of our literacy building activities dealing with letters and letter sounds include:

1. Walking the Letter:: The letter of the week is also on the rug in masking tape.  Students “walk the letter” while other students chant the sound that letter makes.  The student walking the letter then comes up with a word that starts with that letter. 

2.Letter Puppets: We have a puppet for each letter (e.g, a Lion with the letter Ll).  We play different games with the puppets to teach and reinforce the letter sounds (e.g., two puppets will come out, I will say a child’s name and depending on the letter puppet I hold up we have to change the child’s name to start with that letter.  So if I held up the Lion and said the name Michael, the children would respond by saying Lichael).  

3. Phonercise: This is a phonics exercise we do at circle time a couple of times per week.  We break down words by their beginning letter sound and letter by saying the word or name as we pat our lap, saying the beginning sound as we tap our shoulders, and saying the beginning letter as we tap our heads.  

4. “Alphardy” – a song that goes through the alphabet with the letters, a word that starts with each letter, and the beginning sound (e.g., A for apple /a//a//a/, B for bounce /b/ /b//b//b/b/).  We listen to this song and sing along everyday between choice time and lunch.

5. Where is Thumpkin?  - we have a song to the tune of Where is Thumpkin that goes through the letters and their sounds (e.g., Where is C?  Where is C?  Here I am.  Here I am.  What do you say c?  What do you say c?  /c/ /c/ /c/, /c/, /c/, /c/).  When we get to letters that begin names of children in the class, those children stand up.

6. Roll and Write: We have a cube with various letters on it.  Each child playing the game rolls the cube, writes the letter he or she rolled, and comes up with a word that starts with that letter.  They may use the letter charts in the room for help or ask a friend if they need to.  

7. Sound Sorting: We sort between 2-3 sets of pictures with words that begin with 2-3 letters (e.g., pictures of words that start with P, S, and R sorted with me helping them figure out the beginning sound for each).

8. Letter and Word Hunts: We are constantly on the lookout for letters and words.  We look for letters and words on our milk cartons, in books, in newspapers, the labels in our classroom, and magazines.  The students often have the choice of reading independently or finding letters and words in the newspaper after breakfast.  

9.  Sight Words: As you know, we focus on two spelling words every two weeks.  We play various games to learn the words which help to reinforce letter identification skills.  For example, we put giant letters together to make the words in a puzzle and play “Build a Man” (sort of like Wheel of Fortune).  I also include the sight words in my daily message to the children and encourage them to find the words when they come to the board.

10. Message Time: I model write for the children every day with a message on the board.  After I am finished 4-5 students come to the board to find a letter, word, or punctuation they know.  I then follow up with a question dealing with what they found (e.g., if they find the word “see” I would have them spell it for the class or if they find the letter “T” I would ask them for a word that starts with that letter.

11. Beginning Reading Books: we have beginning reader books with the sight words we study and words the children are beginning to sound out.  We usually read them in small groups or partners.  The children are starting to get really excited about reading them since they can read most of the words without any help.  

12.Letter Bingo: we sometimes play letter Bingo with me or Ms. Walker leading it.

13.  Individual Word Wall Word Rings: each child has a ring of words on it from our list of sight words.  Students can add words to the rings once they can tell me how to spell it.  They can then use the ring to practice writing their words.  We also all practice as a class every Friday.  

14.  Word Families: We make lists of word families (e.g., words that end in –at) as a class in a way that reinforces beginning sound and letter recognition.  The students come up with words (for example, rat), along with the sound and letter that starts the word (in this case the /r/ sound and the letter r).  The student then writes the “r” on the chart and tells me the rest of the letters in the word to write.  

15. Journal Writing:  Each child has a journal.  As a class we usually have time for journal writing about twice a week, but students can also always write in their journals during choice time.  We write letters, words we know, along with things we have done during the day.  If a child draws a picture, I encourage the child to label the picture by asking him or her what letter should go with that person or object.  The students have also started writing their friends’ full names if they draw their friends in the picture.     
16. Room Print/Labels: As you may have noticed, many of the objects in our room are labeled with words and pictures.  As the children play and clean up, we often ask them how they know certain things go in certain places.  We have them find the word and ask about the letter and sound that start the words.
17.  Using Letters and Sounds to Call on Students: Instead of always calling on students with their names we use the first letter of their names, their initials, a word that rhymes with their name, or the spelling of their names.  This helps children learn how to spell their names, their friends names, and it helps make children aware of letters and letter sounds.  
18.  Letter Mats:  During gross motor time, we use letter mats with letters and pictures of words that start with that letter.  The students jump on the mats and have to come up with words that start with each letter.  I will also call out a letter sound or the letter and have students jump to that letter.

19. Question/Reflection: As we wrap up the day, on the days when we are not writing in our journals, we discuss what we have learned.  These discussions include coming up with words that start with the letter we are studying that week.
20.  Identifying all sounds in words: Now that many of the students can identify the beginning sound and letters in words, we are working on identifying all of the letters and sounds in three letter words like cat and sit.  We use the “shoulder-inside elbow-wrist” method.  A student breaking down the word cat, for example, would say the /c/ sound as he touches his shoulder, the /a/ sound as he touches his inner elbow, and the /t/ sound as he touches his wrist.  He would then identify the letters that make all of those sounds and write each down.  
21. Attendance Chart: We have a giant attendance board with all of the letters (A-Z) and a picture next to each letter.  Each child has a name card that they put under the first letter in their name with Velcro on the board each day.  As I greet the children during circle time, we will often use the chart to review letters and letter sounds.  
22. Letters and words on me:  As some of you may have noticed, I wear the letter of the week on my back with pictures of words that start with that letter.  I also wear our sight words on my knees.  I have found that having the letters and words there helps to reinforce the material we are covering that week.  

23.  Writing: When students write, whether it is on their own, for example as a doctor filling out a prescription in Dramatic Play, an architect making a list of building materials in the Blocks Area, or an artist signing his or her work in the Art Area, in small group, with a partner, or with the whole class, we are constantly reviewing letters and letter sounds.  We listen for the sounds in words, connect those sounds to letters, and then write the letter.  We write everything from lists of characters in the books we read to stories of our own.  
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